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Challenges to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda are mounting on all fronts. This includes rising
social and economic inequalities that have reversed three decades’ worth of progress on poverty
reduction; the effects of climate change and increasing frequency and intensity of extreme
weather and climate hazards; food insecurity; the erosion of fundamental rights and freedoms;
creeping authoritarianism; shrinking civic space, which have amplified discrimination and back-
sliding on gender equality; and the proliferation of conflicts.

The causes and effects of these crises — and the actions needed to address them — are
interconnected and deeply rooted in issues of human rights, justice, equity, inclusion,
accountability, and good governance.

Drawing on IDLO’s four decades of experience, the event will provide tangible examples of how
the rule of law, which is at the core of SDG 16, can catalyse progress across the economic, social,
and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. With a focus on the SDGs under
review at HLPF 2024, SDG 1 (No poverty), SDG 2 (Zero hunger), SDG 13 (Climate action), SDG 16
(Peace, justice and strong institutions), and SDG 17 (Partnerships), the event will showcase
complementary game-changing approaches from Kenya, The Gambia and Uganda, including:

= People-centred judicial transformation: Well-functioning judiciaries underpin a just and
inclusive society. The event will showcase the groundbreaking judicial transformation in
Kenya since the adoption of the 2010 Constitution including reforms to strengthen the
availability and accessibility of justice services. It will emphasize how sustained engagement
with justice institutions can strengthen efficiency, enhance judicial integrity, independence,
and legitimacy, and make justice more inclusive and more responsive.

* Promoting diverse pathways to people-centred justice: Reducing the number of people with
unresolved justice needs by 2030 will require bringing justice closer to the people and
recognizing that people around the world use diverse pathways to seek redress for wrongs
and to resolve their disputes. This includes prioritizing innovations that empower people and
communities. Through the example of the Community Justice Programme in Uganda, the
event will illustrate the importance of enhancing communities’ legal awareness and access
to legal aid and services, including linkages between formal and informal systems to empower
communities, reduce Gender Based Violence, and strengthen land governance and food
security.



= Enabling environments for inclusive economic development: The rule of law can help to
promote inclusive economic development by providing stability and certainty and resolving
disputes fairly. Through initiatives like our Investment Support Programme for Least
Developed Countries, IDLO helps partners to build capacity and legal frameworks to attract
and sustainably manage foreign investment. The event will feature The Gambia’s experience
in achieving a “rule of law dividend” through strengthening the investment climate and
promoting access to justice.
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